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Title page

 The proposed title of your project

 Your name

 Your mentor/ supervisor’s name

 Your institution and department

The first decorative title-page, introducing 
Regiomontanus’s Kalendarium (Italian edition)
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Choose a topic

Steps Description

Develop a Research

Question

Take the time to do a little independent research 

on your topic utilizing google.com, google

Scholar or any other search engine.

Know your topic

Familiarize yourself with the topic and begin to 

narrow your topic to something more specific. 
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Add a meaningful short TITLE

Steps Description

Title 1 

A three year study of bird diversity using 

occupancy modeling in an urban context 

identifying impact of intense infrastructure on 

birds and the role of forest patches in capital 

city of Delhi

Title 2

Bird diversity in Delhi using occupancy 

modeling

Title 3

Spatial variations of bird occupancy in Delhi: 

The significance of woodland habitat patches in 

urban centres
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Introduction
& Problem Statement

Background and Context

Lead the reader into the topic and scope of your research.

Problem Statement

Describe the theoretical or practical research problem that you want to 

address. What is already known about the problem? What is missing from 

current knowledge?

Research Questions

State the specific question(s) that you aim to answer. 

Relevance and Importance of the Research

Make it clear what new insights you will contribute, who they are relevant to, 

and why the research is worth doing.
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Objectives

Objectives provide a list of goals that will be achieved through the proposed 

research –

 Objectives of the study should be clearly defined and directed towards 

filling the lacunae identified in the chosen area of research

 Benefits/ impacts that will be generated if the research question is 

answered



PwC

Writing a Research proposal

Literature Review

 A critical analysis of existing research in your field; it highlights 

both the strengths and weaknesses of existing research

 What is known/ what have been done by others? And,

 Why your research is still necessary?
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Steps Description

Identify relevant sources Use books, magazines, news papers and online 

sources (E sources)

Ask yourself: How has the topic or problem been defined?

Are there any trends and patterns across the 

literature?

What methodological assumptions and approaches 

have been used?

What are the agreements and disagreements 

between theorists on your topic?

Step 1: Literature Review
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Step 2: Literature Review

Steps Description

Organize the information Chronologically

Thematically

By trends/approaches/techniques

Major debates/controversies

Probably a combination of these

Develop Bibliography At the end of your paper include a bibliography or 

works cited page.

What citation format is required?

MLA – Modern Language Association

Used in the Humanities

APA - American Psychological Association

Used in the Social Sciences, Education, and Behavioral 

Sciences
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Methodology 
& Research Design

 Overall approach, and the practical steps you will take to answer your 

research questions.

Steps Description

Research type Qualitative or quantitative?

Original data collection or primary and secondary 

source analysis?

Descriptive, correlational, or experimental research 

design?

Population and sample Who or what will you study (e.g., high school students 

in Raipur; local newspaper archives 1976-90)?

How will you select your subjects (e.g., probability 

sampling, non-probability sampling)?

When and where will you collect your data?
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Methodology 
& Research Design

Steps Description

Research methods What data collection tools and procedures will you 

use (e.g., surveys, interviews, observational 

studies, experiments)?

Why?

Practicalities How much time will you need?

How will you gain access to your population?

How will you address any obstacles you face?
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References

Citation
Below are links to sample citations using standard basic style guides

Though the linkages between nest-site selection, environmental factors and 
nest survival are critical in colonial birds (Brown et al. 1990; Brown and Brown 

2001), these have been poorly explored in Painted Stork. 

•APA Style (American Psychological Association)

•Chicago Style (University of Chicago Press)

•IEEE Standards Style (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers)

•IEEE Standards Style (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers)

• MLA (Modern Language Association)

http://www.apastyle.org/aboutstyle.html
http://www.apastyle.org/aboutstyle.html
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/Misc/Chicago/cmosfaq/
http://standards.ieee.org/guides/style/
http://standards.ieee.org/guides/style/
http://www.mla.org/
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Research Schedule and Budget

Research phase Objectives Deadline

Budget Head Budget

Field work

Consumables

Equipment

Printing

Subscription

Miscellaneous


