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Work Plan 
Unit No. Learning Objective Lecture No. Topics to be Covered 

1 The basic aspects of World 

prehistory particularly with 

reference to the debate on the 
biological and cultural evolution of 

Humans 

1 Understanding Prehistory 

  2 Continued 

  3 Biological and Cultural 

Evolution of Humans: lithic and 

other technologies 

  4 Continued 

  5 Continued 

  6 Continued 

  7 Continued 

  8 Continued 

  9 Continued 

  10 Continued 

  11 Changing subsistence patterns; 

funerary practices and art 

  12 Continued 

  13 Continued 

  14 Continued 

2 The transition to Food Production-

primarily the debate on the origins 

of food production; discussion on 
the Neolithic sites in different parts 

15 Mesolithic Cultures: West Asia 

and Europe 



 of the world to understand the 

16process of beginning of food 

production and variations in 
neolithic cultures 

  

  16 Continued 

  17 Continued 

  18 Continued 

  19 Origins of Food Production: 

Debates 

  20 Continued 

  21 Continued 

  22 Continued 

  23 Continued 

  24 Features of the Neolithic based 

on sites from West Asia, 

Europe, Mesoamerica 

  25 Continued 

  26 Continued 

  27 Continued 

3 To Contextualize the beginning of 

the urban settlements, appearance of 

complex society with reference to 

some of the early civilisations of the 

world 

28 Concept of ‘Bronze Age’, 

‘Civilisation’, ‘Urban 

Revolution’ and ‘State’ and 

Ecological Context of early 

civilizations 

  29 Continued 

  30 Continued 

  31 Continued 

  32 Continued 

  33 Continued 

  34 Continued 

  35 Continued 

  36 Kingship, religion and state, 

Social and economic 

complexity: Class, Gender 

  37 Continued 

  38 Continued 

  39 Continued 

  40 Continued 

  41 Continued 

4 The Nomadic culture in West Asia 

in the third and second Millennium 

BCE and the use and spread of the 
iron technology 

42 Nomadic Pastoralism in West 

Asia in the third and second 

Millennium BCE 

  43 Continued 

  44 Continued 

  45 Continued 

  46 Continued 



  47 Iron technology and its spread 

  48 Continued 

  49 Continued 

  50 Continued 

 

Unit Contents/Syllabus 

 

I 

Evolution of Humans and Hunting-Gathering Cultures 

1. Understanding Prehistory 

2. Biological and Cultural Evolution of Humans: lithic and other technologies 

3. Changing subsistence patterns; funerary practices and art 

 

 

II 

Transition to Food Production 

1. Mesolithic Cultures: West Asia and Europe 

2. Origins of Food Production: Debates 

3. Features of the Neolithic based on sites from West Asia, Europe, Mesoamerica / China 

 

 

III 

The Bronze Age 

Note: Rubrics b, and c are to be based on any one case study: 

1. Ancient Mesopotamia (Sumerian and Akkadian period)/Egypt (Old Kingdom)/China (Shang 

dynasty). 

2. Concepts: 'Bronze Age', 'Civilization', 'Urban Revolution' and 'State' Ecological context of early 

civilizations 

4. Kingship, religion and state; Social and economic complexity: Class, Gender 

 

 

IV 

Nomadic Cultures in Transition 

1. Nomadic Pastoralism in West Asia in the third and second millennium BCE 

2. Iron technology and its spread 
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 Paper Components 

Credits Lecture 
(L) 

Tutorial 
(T) 

Practical 
(P) 

4 3 1 NA 

Assessment Scheme 

S.No. Component Marking 
Scheme 

Total 
Marks 

1 Internal Assessment 

• Assignment/Quiz/Project/ 
Presentation 

• Class Test 

• Attendance 

 30 

12 

12 

6 

2. Continuous Assessment (Tutorial) 

 

• Activity 1 

• Activity 2 

• Attendance 

 40 

20 

15 

5 

3. Practical 

• Continuous Assessment 

 NA 

 



 

• End Term Written/Practical 
Exam 

• Viva 

  

 

4. End Semester Examination 90 

 


