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(If a tree is saved even at 

the cost of one's head,  

itôs worth it.) 

 

- Amrita Devi Bishnoi 
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Introduction 
Indraprastha College for Women is the oldest womenôs college in Delhi 

and was established in the year 1924. It is affiliated to the University of 

Delhi and is amongst the most prestigious colleges of India. IP College 

takes pride in having one of the more scenic and green campuses in     

Delhi. Located at Alipur House on Shamnath Marg, the campus covers an 

area of 21 acres consisting of a central British era building and plenty of 

open green spaces. Despite the ever increasing demand for infrastructure               

development in the last few years, IP College has taken extraordinary 

measures to protect and preserve its natural heritage and develop around 

the greens. As a result, the green cover and heritage trees of the campus 

are yet another factor that attract many students to this beautiful campus 

year after year.  

The Department of Environmental Studies of IP College initiated a Tree 

Census and Labelling Project in 2015. The objectives of the project are to 

quantify the greenery found in the campus and to educate the students 

about the different tree species that they encounter in their daily lives.   

According to the Tree Census, there are a total of 518 trees found in the    

college campus. In terms of diversity, there are 62 different species of 

trees found in the college campus. 
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Methodology 
The Tree Census and Labelling Project was initiated by providing basic 

tree identification training to eight students of First Year. The students 

were then made to identify the trees located in the front part of the       

college. This constituted the first phase of the project and was followed by 

inviting Dr. A.K. Singh (Plant Taxonomist at the Yamuna Biodiversity 

Park) for conducting a Green Audit Workshop and a Tree Walk in the  

college campus. Dr. A.K. Singh verified the trees identified by the         

students and also provided inputs for the next phases of the project. He 

also educated the students on the importance of each tree species found 

in the college campus.  

After the identification process, the Department procured name plates 

printed on recycled plastic-resin sheets, which are durable and resistant 

to natural wear and tear. The plates were tied to the trees using           

galvanized wire and can be recycled continuously to make new name 

plates. This completed the first phase of the project and was followed by 

phase two and three in which trees in the rest of the college and the    

hostels were identified and labelled respectively. Simultaneously, all the 

tree in the college campus were numbered using enamel paint. The trees 

in the IP Hostel, which is located adjacent to the campus, were also   

numbered separately. 

Apart from contributing to the 
amazing beauty, aesthetics and 
environment of the campus, the 
trees are also part of the rich 
history of the college. Some 
trees are older than the         
establishment itself, while others 
were planted by faculty who 
have since moved on.  

These trees are not just trees; 
they are gifts passed down from 
generations of educators, past 
and present, that have been part 
of this institution and continue to 
be so. The trees are a reminder 
of the selfless nature of the ones 
who resided in the campus and 
left an inheritance for the future     
students, staff and faculty.  

Green Audit Workshop with  
Dr. A.K. Singh (left) 

IP College students gathered under a mango tree in the campus.  

Phase Areas Covered Status 

I Front part of college campus Completed 

II Remaining part of college campus Completed 

III KG and IP Hostels Completed 

IV Residential Area (Teaching/ Non-teaching staff) Ongoing 

Tree Walk with Dr. A.K. Singh (left) 


