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SEMESTER:July-December2019

29August2019:OrientationProgramme

TheWomen'sDevelopmentandGenderSensitizationCellstrivestobuilda

platformtoengagewithissuesthatconcernyoungwomenastheypursuetheir

educationaljourneys.Intheenvironsofaneducationalspace,theaimhasbeen

tobuildaninclusiveandunrestrainedspacetoenablearticulationofvoicesfrom

diversedisciplinesandcornersofthecollege.

TheWDChelditsannualorientationonthe29August,2019attheAVlecture

theatre.Theorientationprogrammewitnessedparticipationofstudentsacross

disciplinarybackgrounds.Theprogrammeopenedwithanexperience-sharing

presentationofpreviousyear'sactivitiesandfocusareas.Representativesfrom

theQueerCollectiveoftheCellfurthersharedtheirinsightsontherole,themes

andobjectivesofthecollective.Theseintroductorysessionswerefollowedbyice

-breakingactivitieswiththeaudiencemembers.

Membersofthecoreteam andcreativeteam fortheyear2018-19shared

insightsabouttheirexperienceofworkingwiththetheWDC.Facultycoordinators

Dr.MinakshiBurgohainandDr.PragyaParmitawelcomedthemembersand

discussedtheroleoftheCellinthelargerrealmoftheIndraprasthaCollegefor

Women.

Theeventwasasuccessandinteractingwiththenewmemberspavedwaysto

adaptfreshenergiesandworkinsolidarityforthenewacademicyear.



1October2019:LetsTalkSessionontheInternalComplaintsCommittee(ICC)

TheCellorganizeditsfirsteventoftheacademicyear2019-20inthestudent

activityareaonthe1stofOctober,2019.Thetalksessionwascentredaroundthe



ICCanditsroleinrelationtosexualharassmentattheworkplace.Thecellaimed

atsensitizingthestudentsaboutthefacetsofTheSexualHarassmentofWomen

atWorkplace(Prevention,ProhibitionandRedressal)Act,2013("POSHAct")and

ICC’ssphereofauthorityininstitutionsofhighereducationinIndia.

Thesession-initiateddiscussiononhowtheActwasenactedasacomprehensive

legislation to provide a safe and secure environment,free from sexual

harassmentforeverywoman.Underthisact,anemployerislegallyrequiredto

complywithcertainrequirements,oneofwhichistheconstitutionofanInternal

ComplaintsCommittee("ICC").Thisisabodydesignedtoreceivecomplaints

aboutsexualharassmentattheworkplacefromanaggrievedwoman,aswellas

toinquireintoandmakerecommendationstotheemployerontheactionswhich

canbetakenforthesame.

Thestudentsbroughttolighttheimperativeneedforaddressingthepatriarchal

andmisogynisticstructureofInstitutionsofhighereducationinIndia.Therehas

beenanewphaseofpublicawarenessaboutthenatureandextentofsexual

violenceinthecountryandthetargetingofstudentsmorespecifically,students

sharedtheirstoriesofharassmentandeveteasing–emphasisingonthe

pertinenceofteachingself-defenceacrossallhighereducationinstitutions.

AnothersignificantaspectdiscussedwastheSakshamReport,whichdescribes

gendersensitisationasthemodificationofbehaviourbyraisingawarenessof

genderequalityconcerns,whichnecessitatestheacceptanceofbasicrights

associatedwithequalityaswellasnon-discriminationtothosewhosegender

identityplacestheminvulnerablepositions.

Thediscussionlaidemphasisontheneedtoimpartgendersensitisationin

collegesasitisaplaceoflearningandknowledgeacquisition.Ithighlightsthe

importanceofaddressingcompletehierarchiesandinequalitiesthatstructure

highereducationalinstitutionsaswellastheprevalenceofmisogynyand

heterogeneityamongstudents.Therefore,theneedtomakestudentsmore

gender-sensitive through short-term processeslike programs,eventsand

workshopsorlong-termprocesseslikecoursesisvital.

ThecoursemodelprovidedbytheSakshamReportanalysescontextsthatshape

genderinIndia,howpowerisexercisedinmoderndemocraticsocietyandhowit

isgendered.Thesecoursesareintendedtofostercriticalthinkingamong

studentsandthereby,toaidsystematicdeconstructionofstereotypes.Asthe

studentssharedtheirownstories,theyinculcatedinformationoftheICCwhich

examinesallsituationswithaviewtoassessshortcomingsbothatthelevelof

gendersensitizationandsexualharassmentrelatedredressalsystems.



7th November2019:‘Medea’,aplayperformedbythePandiesTheatrein

collaborationwithUNHCR

TheCellincollaborationwithPandiesTheatregroupandtheUnitedNationsHigh

CommissionerforRefugees(UNHCR)organizedaplaytitled‘Medea’onthe7thof

November,2019attheAVLectureTheatre.The55minuteplaywasthecell’s

secondeventoftheacademicyear2019-20andwitnessedahugeturnoutof

studentsfrom differentcollegesofUniversityofDelhi.‘Medea’,directedby

AnuradhaMarwah,wasinHindusataniandwascuratedinamediumtoreachthe

transcendentandsubjectivepowerofartisticexpression.

TheeventbeganwiththepresidentofWDCextendingawarmwelcometothe

artistsand the audience who had gathered to witnessthe play.A brief



introduction aboutPandiestheatre group,theiraimsand objectiveswere

presented.PandiestheatrewasfoundedbySanjayKumar,aProfessorin

UniversityofDelhi,in 1993 with the aim ofproviding a space forthe

underprivilegedtoindulge,expressandlearnart.Thegroupisnowjointlyledby

himandProfessorAnuradhaMarwahwhosemainfocus9istocreatetheatrefor

regulartheatre-goersaswellasforunder-servedcommunitiesinKashmir,

HaryanaandareasaroundDelhi.Theirplaysarebasedonsectionsfrom

prosceniumperformances,adaptationsandoriginalscriptsinvariouslanguages

suchasHindi,English,Punjabi,etc.Pandiesaimstousetheatreasamediumof

activism;usingtheatretotakeuprights-basedissues,generateawarenessas

wellasadvocacyforlegalandlegislativeintervention.Theyalsoaspiretouse

theatreasatherapeuticmeans,i.e.,createtheatrewithmembersofthe

communitywithaviewtoarticulatetrauma,containviolenceandprovideaspace

tothemarginalisedgroupsforvoicingtheirnarrativesinpolicyformulation.

Euripides’(460-408BCE)tragedy‘Medea’highlightsthetribalcontextinwhich

MedeaisanoutsidertoGreeceandenablestheaudiencetocritiquethesocial

andpoliticalreasonsforheractions.Theplaytellsthestoryofawomanwho

wreaksterriblevengeancebutEuripedes'sensitiverenderingoftheageoldmyth

leadsustoaskquestionsastowhythishappened.Theplayreceivedastanding

ovationfromthecrowd.Aftertheplay,adiscussionwasinitiatedbythedirector

inordertounderstandtheaudiences’takeon‘Medea’.





JANUARY-APRIL2020

Moviescreening:18January2020

(a)TheWomen’sDevelopmentandGenderSensitizationCellofIndraprastha
CollegeforWomenorganizedamoviescreeningoftwoshortmovies-‘Bombay
Talkies:AjeebDastaanHaiYeh’and‘BombayTalkies:SheilakiJawaani’onthe
18thofJanuary2020(Saturday)at2:30pm.Thescreeningwasfollowedbya
discussionwhichwasmoderatedbyDikshaShivani,PresidentofWDC.

TheplotofthemovieAjeebDastaanHaiYeh,directedbyKaranJohar,revolves
aroundthelivesofDev,GayatriandAvinash.Themovieunderlinesthemesof
love,sex,truth,homosexualityandselfhood.Themovie,SheilakiJawaani,
directedbyZoyaAkhtarfocusesonthelifeofakidnamedVickywholovesto
dancearoundtoKatrinaKaif’ssongSheilakiJawaani.Thenarrativehighlightsthe
existingpatriarchalscenario.Itillustratespredeterminedgenderrolesandhowitbinds
andlimitstheexpressionsandaspirationsoftheyoungandold.

Thescreeningwas25minutelongafterwhichthefloorwasopenforfeedbackand

discussion.Severalthemeswerediscussed.Thestudentspointedouttragicoutcomes
thatcomeaboutbecauseoflackofawarenessamongtheeducated.Themesof
intersectionality,homosexuality,toxicmasculinity,expectednormsofbehavior,
etc.were discussed.The hypocrisyin middle classhomesand peoples’
uneasinesswith queeridentitieswere importanthighlights.The need for
awarenessandempathywereideasthatrepeatedlyshowedup.Thescreening
gavethestudentsaplatform totalkaboutthecomplexitiesinheterosexual
marriages,sharetheirunderstandingofhomosexualityandthebinariesthat
definetheirworld.ThegeneralizedideaoftherolethatwomenplayinIndian
familiesweredebatedanddiscussed.

Itwasaninteractivediscussionwhichwentontill5pm.Thestudentsfoundthe

discussionfruitfulandwantedtobepartofmoresuchdiscussionsinfuture.



MovieScreeningandDiscussion(Qandeel):3February2020

Amoviescreeningwasorganisedtobringtotheplatform adiscussiononthe

themesofintersectionalityingenderdiscourseinSouthAsia.Thefilmscreened

wasQandeel,onthelifeanddeathofamodelinPakistan.Thefilmbroughttothe

platform anemotionalandinvigoratingdiscussiononthequestionsofwomen,

honorandpatriarchyinthesettingsofhousehold,societyandpolitics.Qandeel's

lifeandkilling,asportrayedinthedocumentary,raisedpertinentquestionsand

perspectivesontheentrenchmentofpatriarchyinspacesaswomenbeginto

negotiateandresistthroughexpressionoftheirsexualityandagency.The

discussionwasmoderatedbythefacultyadvisorofWDCMs.MadhulikaSonkar.

StudentdiscussantsincludedthepresidentoftheCell,DikshaShivani,among

othersmembers.

Unmukt2020--RethinkingPride,PrivilegeandPrejudice:13February2020

Withavisionofhavingacriticalengagementwiththequestionof

differentidentitiesandassertioninthecontextoftheLGBTQ+

movementinIndia(andSouthAsia),theWDC,incollaborationwith

theQueerCollective,organisedthethirdeditionofUnmukt--an

annualeventthatcelebratesinclusivityandnon-heteronormative

ideasofgender.Overthelasttwoyears,Unmukthasdrawnattention

towardstheissuesofstructuralviolenceanddiscriminationagainst

theLGBTQcommunity.Unmukt2020openedupalargerspaceto

talkaboutthedifferencesofvoice,experienceandrepresentation



withintheLGBTQ+movement.WhatdoesitmeantobeaDalitand

queeratthesametime?WherearethevoicesofMuslimswithinthe

LGBTQ+movement?Howdoweexploreprideparadesbeyondthe

imaginariesof'urban'and'upperclass'?Primarily,theideawastogo

beyond theconstructionofsexualminoritiesasmonolithicand

homogeneous.

Weengagedwiththevexedquestionof'differences'througharange

ofprogrammesthatincludedmoviescreening,photoexhibition,and

open mic session including featured performances,and other

activitiessuchasfacepainting.



InternationalWomen'sDay2020:LaunchoftheWomen'sCalendaron6March

2020

(a)ReliefMaterialCollectionDrive

A seriesofprogrammeswere organised in the weekleading up to the

InternationalWomen'sDay.TheprogrammestartedwithaReliefmaterial

Collectiondrivefortheconflict-hitareasofNorth-eastDelhion4Marchandwent

ontill6Marchafterreceivinganenthusiasticresponsefrom thestudents.The

collectiondrivewasplannedundertheguidanceandsupportofthePrincipalProf.

BabliMoitraSaraf.Thecollectedmaterialwassuccessfullyhandedovertooneof

thevoluntaryorganisationsinvolvedwithreliefaidintheaffecteddistrict.

(b)Women'sCalendarLaunch

TheWDClaunchedthefirsteditionofthewomen'scalendar--aninitiativethat

positionedartasawaytochallengethestereotypesassociatedwitheveryday

formsofrepresentaionofgenderinsociety.TheWomen'sCalendarbroughtin

focusoriginalartworksbyateam ofstudentstoreimaginethespectrum of

representationinthechildren'seducationalcharts,widelyusedaspedagogic

resourcesinschools.Theartisticrepresentationsinthecalendarchallenge

stereotypesonwomanhoodandsexualityacrossdiversethematiccontextssuch

asscience,handicrafts,occupations,notionofwomen'swork,andfamily.The

calendarwaslaunchedbythePrincipalProf.BabliMoitraSarafon6March2020

intheConferenceRoom.



(c)Filmscreening-Azmaish(2017):SkypesessionwithdirectorSabihaSumar

Thesecondsessionwasafilm screeningofAzmaish,afilm basedonthe

journeysoftwowomenacrossborders.IntracingtheparalleljourneysofIndia

andPakistanthroughtwowomen'svoices,thefilm gaveamuchneeded

perspectiveonpatriarchy,nationhoodandwomen'sidentityinthecontemporary

context.Afterthescreening,thedirectorSabihaSumarjoinedtotakeup

questionsandcommentsfrom theaudiencethroughaSkypesession.The

sessionwasmoderatedbyfacultyfrom politicalsciencedepartmentDr.Ankita

Pandey.

(d)Comic-makingworkshopByItaMehrotra

Thefinalsessionofthedaysuccefullyralliedthethemeofart,representationand

genderthroughacomicstripworkshopbyDelhi-basedcomicartistItaMehrotra.

Ita'sworkspansacrossawiderangeofthemessuchashome,genderrolesand

artasaform ofprotest.Thetwohoursessionwithagroupofyoungwomen

studentsinvolvedon-the-spotcomicstripactivities.Theworkshopservedasthe

aptconclusion and way forward for students to challenge dominant

representationsofwomenthroughartandhumor.




