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About Round Table Conference on Gandhi

We are delighted to announce the Inter-College chapter of LP. College Round Table
Conference on Gandhi, to be held on 16 October 2019 at Indraprastha College for Women,
31 Shamnath Marg, Civil Lines, Delhi.

Indraprastha College for Women is the oldest women's college of the University of Delhi,
and has completed 95 years. Established in the year 1924, it intersected with the times of
towering figures of the Indian National Movement. This included the College's special
engagement with Gandhi's call of Quit India. In 1942, in response to Gandhi's ideals, the
College founded its Charkha Society with the student union and teachers donating
charkhas, on which khadi was woven collectively by college community.

In 2014, the College as it entered its Cenetenary Decade, reiterated the importance of
value-based education, centred on the figure of Gandhi. This resulted in the First Round
Table Conference (RTC) on Gandhi. Envisaged as a decade-long event, the College has
completed five highly successful rounds of the RTC. This year, the conference expands to its
next level with an Inter-College event. We believe that some of the best ideas lie in the
minds of our students, for they not only inherit the past but also shape the future. The
College invites students from colleges to participate.

Dr Babli Moitra Saraf
Principal
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Concept Note

Various Gandhis, as political psychologist Ashish Nandy observes, have survived Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’'s death.
As a figure he has been lifted from history and nowan assortment of ‘Gandhis’ are ‘living’ after 30 January 1948. One way
of making sense of these Gandhis is to draw Weberian ‘ideal-types’ of various conceptions of him which float, in India and
the world, after his death. These include, for instance, Gandhi of the Indian State and Gandhi of those who resist the
Indian State, Gandhi of the Left and Gandhi of the Right, Gandhi of ‘ashram’ Gandhians and Gandhi of grassroots
movements, Gandhi of 'Nathuram Godses’ and Gandhi of ‘Nelson Mandelas’, and Gandhi of the textbooks and the
‘university’ and Gandhi of ‘WhatsApp university’ and the social media. In these conceptions, appropriations and
denouncements Gandhi has been reinvented in various ways - from a symbol of lofty ideals to merely one with tokenism
and symbolic value, from a deeply political Gandhi to apolitical gentle Gandhi, from a secular Gandhi to a 'communal’
Gandhi and so on.
Thus Gandhi after Gandhi, comes off in many forms - often via competing political paradigms which open up a complex
discourse to academically engage with, or even with the common man’s perception and thinking. On another front, as a
person, Gandhi has been depicted in various art forms, from movies to literature, from songs to stories, from statues to
stamps, from currency to murals, from spectacles to the stick, across the world after his mortal remain have been
consigned to the Panch-tattva. Be it the Gandhi cap or the 'utopian' Ram-rajya, Gandhi lingers today with rich political
meanings. More than seven decades after his death it is also interesting to see what remains practiced and unpracticed in
Gandhi.
In short, whatever happened to Gandhi after him, his ‘afterlife’, is the subject matter of this round table. Within the
perspective of the given topic, ‘Gandhi after Gandhi’, participants are encouraged to interpret it in innovative, and in
introspective ways, to submit mentored papers.
Themes

1. Gandhi after Gandhi: appropriations, denouncements, reinventions.

2. Gandhi in symbols and Gandhi as symbol after Gandhi

3. (Un)practiced Gandhi after Gandhi

4. Gandhi in Art after Gandhi

5. What is left in Gandhi after Gandhi
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Rules and Schedule

Abstracts- The interested students will be required to submit an abstract of approximately

250 words. The schedule is as follows:

Abstract Submission Deadline : 18 September 2019
Abstract Acceptance Notification: 23 September 2019
Participation Confirmation : 25 September 2019
Full Paper Submission : 13 October 2019

Abstracts may be sent to rtc@ip.du.ac.in

Fee - There is no registration fee.

Format - Presentations will be Oral, for 12-15 minutes.

MS Power Point (for visual media) may also be used.

Prizes - The RTC is a competitive event with handsome prizes:

First Prize : Rs10,000/-
Second Prize : Rs7,000/-
Third Prize : Rs 5,000/-

Venue of the Conference
Conference Hall, Indraprastha College for Women,

31 Sham Nath Marg, Civil Lines, Delhi- 110054.

Email id - rtc@ip.du.ac.in

RTC Team

Dr Babli Moitra Saraf
Dr Jyoti Trehan Sharma
Dr Harsh Bala Sharma
Ms Swaha Das

Dr Praveen Dhanda

Dr Shashank Chaturvedi
Ms Chhavi Arora

Ms Fabi Mathur

Ms Banchana Rajkumari

Contacts:

DrJyoti Trehan Sharma:
Ms Chhavi Arora:

Ms Fabi Mathur:

Ms Banchana Rajkumari:

Chair person
Convenor
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Student member
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